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IN THE COURT OF HON’BLE OMBUDSMAN, ELECTRICITY PUNJAB




 # 248, SECTOR 19-A, CHANDIGARH.

APPEAL NO.28 OF 2007.  

          Date of Decision:  24.10.2007.
M/S HOTEL BLUE STAR,

7, COURT ROAD, AMRITSAR.
ACCOUNT NO.CL-66/009 

(New Account No. CL-67/0022)
Through

SH.R.S. DHIMAN, Authorised Representative.
KULDIP KUMAR,Partner
NARESH CHANDER. 




…….. ….  PETITIONER

VERSUS
PUNJAB STATE ELECTRICITY  BOARD.               ……………RESPONDENTS.

Through

Er.P.S.Bal, Sr. Xen.

Civil Lines (Operation) Division,

PSEB, Amritsar.



The petition is against the decision of the Dispute Settlement Authority in case No.1138 of 2004, confirming the levy of load charges of  Rs. 2,29,500/-. 


The arguments, discussions & evidence on record were held on 24.10.2007.

2.

 Sh. R.S. Dhiman, alongwith Kuldip Kumar, partner appeared on behalf of the petitioner and Er. P .S. Bal, Sr. Xen/Operation, Civil Lines Division represented the case on behalf of the respondents.
3.

The petitioner is having an NRS electric connection with a sanctioned load of 92.86 KW against A/c No. CL-66/009 in the name of M/s Hotel Blue Star.  The connection was checked by Addl. SE/Enforcement-I Patiala on 20.06.2003 and un-authorised extension in load was found to be 114.932 KW, for which a demand of Rs.2, 29,500 was raised.  Sh. R.S. Dhiman, stated that there was no un-authorised load at the premises. While calculating the load, the checking officer calculated the load by applying the standard formula instead of the actual readings in accordance with S.R. 14.  He further submitted that the 363 light points as mentioned in the ECR are of different voltage, out of which, 285 are of 18 watts, 50 points are of 40 watts, 18 points are of 80 watts, 6 points are of 150 watts and 4 points are of 200 watts.  The load of 363 light points will be 10.270 KW against the load taken at 29.040 KW by applying standard formula of 80 watts for each light point.  Similarly, only 18 ACs, were running from the connection, whereas the Checking Officer has computed the load of 24 ACs at 60 KW in the ECR.  He argued that even as on date only 18 ACs were installed in the premises which could be subjected to surprise checking.  For evidence, he has produced another Checking Report No. 83/50 of Addl.SE/Tech. Amritsar dated 07.11.2005 where the total connected load has been worked out at 64.58 KW against the sanctioned load of 92.860 KW.  The adjustment of load worked on these two items in ECR will establish that no excess load was being run on the checking date. In support, Sh. R.S. Dhiman relied on a comparable case of another Restaurant of Vineet Kumar Handa of Ludhiana, where checking was made and the light points have been calculated at the rate of 18 to 19 watts each.  He complained that the ZLDSC and DSA have been arbitrary.  The load surcharge, ACD & Transformation charges etc. charged on basis of ECR No.3151/15 of 20.06.2003 need to be cancelled on the merits of the facts. 
4.

Sh.P.S.Bal, Sr. Xen, reiterated that no mention of energy saver lamps etc. has been made in the ECR dated 20.06.2003 and rating capacity of 80 watts of each light point is correctly calculated in accordance with the instructions contained in CC No.48/2001.  No other checking report giving a different calculation of load was on record.  The appeal was liable to be dismissed.
5.

I have carefully gone through the submissions made and heard the arguments.  I am in agreement with the petitioner that all the light points in a marriage restaurant can not be counted as of 80 watt each.  I am of the view that 50% of the light points be treated as of 18 watts.  Regarding the dispute of ACs, a direction for surprise checking to the SDO/Civil Lines Amritsar was given, who telephonically reported back that the 18 ACs were working in Hotel Blue Star but one window was closed.  I find the petitioner’s claim that load of 18 ACs should have been included is found to be correct. The benefit of doubt of only one AC having been removed from the window at any intermediate time can be given to the Respondents.
6.

Keeping the above in view, the petitioner is eligible for a reduction of load on account of 5 ACs i.e. 12.500 KW and 11.284 KW for the light points. Under these circumstances, the total connected load as per inspection on 20.6.2003 will come to 91.148 KW. Therefore, there is no excess un-authorised load which can be said to be running as on the checking date and the charges levied of Rs.2,29,500/-  are not recoverable from the petitioner.  The Respondents are directed to refund the amount so deposited with interest to the petitioner.



The appeal is partly allowed.     
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Ombudsmnan
Dated:24thh  October,2007.            



Electricity Punjab,
Place: Chandigarh.





           Chandigarh.
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