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OFFICE OF THE OMBUDSMAN, ELECTRICITY PUNJAB,




 # 248, SECTOR 19-A, CHANDIGARH.



    APPEAL NO.13 of 2009.                    Date of decision 04.02.2010.

SH.GANESH BEHL,

S/O L. SH. PYARE LAL BEHL,

G.M.P. FINISHING MILLS,

NEAR RAILWAY CROSSING NO. 22,

P.O. KHALSA COLLEGE,

AMRITSAR.


     ……………………………PETITIONER

   ACCOUNT No.  LS-11

Through
 Sh. Ganesh Behl, 

 Sh.Arun Behl,

 Sh. K.K.Malik, counsel.

 VERSUS

              PUNJAB STATE ELECTRICITY BOARD.          …….….RESPONDENTS.
 Through 
 Er. Amrik Singh, 

 Addl.Superintending Engineer,

 (Operation), West Division,

  PSEB, Amritsar

  Er. Ram Raj,SDO.



 The petition No. 13 of 2009 was received on 21.04.2009 against the orders of the Grievances Redressal Forum in case No. CG-01 of 2006 decided on 06.03.2007 for upholding the charges of Rs. 1,13,037/-  on account of un-authorised  extension of load detected during the checking on 03.03.2006.

2.
           The arguments, discussions & evidence on record were held on 27.05.2009, 23.12.2009 and 04.02.2010. 

3.

Sh. Ganesh Behl alongwith Sh. K.K. Malik, counsel, attended the proceedings on behalf of the petitioner. Er.  Amrik Singh Addl. Superintending Engineer appeared for the respondent PSEB.

 4.

Sh. K.K. Malik, while defending the case on behalf of the petitioner stated that the petitioner is running a processing unit in the name and style of M/S G.M.P. Furnishing Mills, P.O. Khalsa College, Amritsar and has three electric connections,  A/c No. LS -11 in the name of Sh. Piara Lal Behal with sanctioned load of  153.931 KW , A/c No. MS -143 in the name of Mr. Ajay Behal with sanctioned load of 59.375 KW and A/c No. MS-144 in the name of Mrs. Sudha Behal with sanctioned load of 58.656 KW  running in the same premises.   Sh. Pyare Lal with Account No. LS-11 applied for clubbing of these connections but it was opposed by Sh. Ajay Behal in the civil court. 




 The present appeal relates to the upholding of  un-authorised connected load of 150.716 KW detected  in account No. LS-11 during the checking on 03.03.2006. The petition was fixed for hearing on 27.05.2009 and during the course of proceedings, it emerged that there were number of court cases filed by the petitioner on various issues including the clubbing of three connections which are still pending in the lower courts at Amritsar.  


 5.

 Sh. Amrik Singh, Addl. S.E.  on behalf of the respondent PSEB submitted that  as on date,  four civil suits of similar nature were pending in various  Civil Courts relating to the damages payable by the PSEB  on the issue of disputed  load surcharge on the excess load.  He stated that the status of  the three individual connections was treated as  a case of deemed clubbing for  which the demand  notice dated 07.05.1998 was issued. The physical clubbing as requested by the petitioner could not be effected as no test report has been submitted till date.


6.

 After discussions, oral arguments and deliberations, I find the detection of un-authorised load and the issue of clubbing which is subject matter of various proceedings pending before the civil court is intricately  linked.  The petitioner has failed to withdraw all such cases which is a pre-condition before coming here for redressal of his grievances.  The matter in question is sub judice before civil courts and other local authorities and hence can not be taken up in this court.  The regulation No. 17 (1) read with para-3 of Regulation-5 under Chapter-1 of Forum for Redressal of Grievances of the Consumers of the Compilation of Regulations under the Electricity Act, 2003, framed by the Punjab State Electricity Regulatory Commission, prevent from assuming the jurisdiction to review this petition until and unless the petitioner withdraws all the cases and gives an undertaking to that effect.  Under these circumstances, no cognizance can be taken of the petition dated 21.04.2009.  It is considered as wrongly filed before me, therefore, dismissed as non-nest.  It shall not be included as pendancy for statistical purposes.  

7.

The petition is dismissed.

 Place: Chandigarh.
  


                        Ombudsman,

 Dated:4th February,2010.  



             Electricity Punjab,  

.


          



             Chandigarh.

