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 ACCOUNT  No. 55/59

 Through

 Sh. Narinder Pal Singh, Proprietor

 VERSUS


 PUNJAB STATE ELECTRICITY BOARD.       ………….….RESPONDENTS.


 Through 

 Er. H.S. Saini,
 Sr.Xen/Operation,

 Suburban Division,PSEB,

 Hoshiarpur.



The petition has been filed against the orders of the Grievances   Redressal   Forum in case No. CG-29 of 2007 dated 08.06.2007 for upholding  the load surcharge of Rs. 56085/- on account of excess un-authorised load found during the checking on 28.12.2005. 
2.

The arguments, discussions & evidence on record were held on 16.01.2008, 06.02.2008 &  05. 03.2008.

3.

Sh. Narinder Pal Singh, Proprietor attended the proceedings and Er. Harinderjit Singh Saini, Sr.Xen/Operation Suburban Division, PSEB Hoshiarpur appeared on behalf of the Respondents.

4. 

The appellant stated that he holds MS Industrial connection Account No. 55/59 since 1986 having a sanctioned load of 98.69 KW.  The premises was inspected by ASE/Enforcoement-3, Ludhiana on 28.12.2005. Vide his ECR No. 10/3126 dated 28.12.2005 he reported   that a   load of 173.470 KW was connected with the PSEB supply.  The petitioner alleges that ECR was snatched when he objected to the excess load of 74.78 KW.  AEE, Hoshiarpur was called to co-sign the ECR.  Copy of the ECR was not given to   him. The petitioner explained that the checking officer has included the machinery lying in the adjoining premises of M/S Tandon International in which the petitioner is a partner.  He clarified that the machinery and plant moved from Delhi was neither installed nor operative.   The partnership and finances were being negotiated.  M/S Tandon International was constituted in January, 2006 and the connection was applied on 3.2.2006 and released by the Respondents in June, 2006.  So far his own factory is concerned, he explained that PVC film which is produced, required all the installed motors in his premises to work simultaneously to complete the process.  In case of any excess load being run, the meter would have been burnt.



Regarding consumption, he stated that market demand of his product increases in the 3rd & 4th quarter and hence the consumption of electricity is always higher than the first two quarters.    He added that the load of 20 KW included belongs to M/S N.P.C. in which his brother was a partner is an independent unit. He requested that clubbing of the deemed connected load  of  other two concerns is required to be set aside and the total amount of surcharge on account of excess load so arrived in the ECR should be annulled.

5. 
While defending the case on behalf of the Respondents, Er.H.S. Saini strongly contested the claim put forward by the petitioner regarding the separate entity of M/S Tandon Internatonal and M/S N.P.C.  He stated that all the premises are inter-connected with each other internally.  The connection in the name of M/S Tandon International was applied on 3.2.2006 by the petitioner only after the connection was checked by Xen/Enforcement on 28.12.2005.  Relying on the consumption data, the authorized representative of the Respondents argued that the machinery had been installed and connected in M/S Tandon International. The consumption data shows 16730 units in 12/2005 and 10107 units in January, 2006 whereas during the corresponding months in the previous year, the consumption recorded was not more than the half units consumed.  He further elaborated that the details of the machinery as recorded in the ECR tallies with the machinery lying in the premises which is being claimed as that of M/S. Tandon International and M/S N.P.C.  Therefore, the load surcharge on the excess load of 75 KW has rightly been charged and needs to be up-held.
6.

I have carefully gone through the submissions made in writing and arguments made by both the parties and the records of consumption of electricity and production placed before me. I find that the dispute is regarding the inclusion of connected load relating to the machinery belonging to M/S Tandon International in the ECR.  I find merit in the petitioner’s claim that the electronic meter installed for 98 KW would have been damaged if 175 KW load was run on it at any time.  The electrical installations, wiring, grips and fuses of the G.O. switches would have been different for running of 175 KW load.  The Respondents have not been able to establish their claim of higher consumption during the disputed months with date of the earlier years and the subsequent years.  However, on going through the production and sales figures of the petitioner furnished with the Excise Department and comparative analysis of the sales figure filed for the years 2004-2005, 2005-2006, 2006-2007 and 2007-2008, I observe that a consistent pattern   emerges in each quarter and the variations in production are also consistent.  The production particularly doubles up in the 3rd & 4th quarter of each year as compared to the first two quarters thereby confirming the higher consumption of electricity in these quarters.  I find no reason to doubt the veracity of the petitioner‘s statement regarding the un-connected machinery lying in the adjoining area belonging to M/S Tandon International as not being connected with the PSEB supply line.  The details of machinery shown in the ECR also tallies with the machinery shown in the test reports of these firms.  In view of this, I hold that the Respondents have not been able to establish their case of excess load of 74.78 KW as per the ECR. The Respondents are directed that no surcharge be recovered and refund the amounts deposited, if any, by the petitioner and allow interest as per the rules.
7.

The appeal is allowed.






Place: Chandigarh. 


                           Ombudsman,

Dated: 05th March,2008.                                           Electricity Punjab,
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