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ORDER


The Commission vide its Order dated  05.03.2012 had directed PSPCL to submit a concrete proposal specifying the criteria (based on detailed calculations) for treating an industrial unit having Billet Heater Load as general industry or power intensive. The Commission had further directed PSPCL to involve leading Metallurgical and Chemical Engineering Experts from Punjab Engineering College and Punjab University Chandigarh to expedite its recommendations.



The petitioner has filed rejoinder to the reply of the PSPCL vide letter dated March 14, 2012 submitting therein that the PSPCL has concealed the fact of constitution of a second Committee under the chairmanship of C.E./Central Zone, which has strongly recommended the billet heater load be not treated as power intensive and where the earlier Committee had recommended treatment of billet heater as power intensive on the basis of so called high level of harmonics generated, the later Committee had clearly brought out that harmonics level was much below the specified limits.



The petitioner has prayed that whatsoever the type of load having a utilization factor above 80% should only be declared power intensive to be governed by the rules and regulations relating to power intensive category. The petitioner has further prayed to accept their prayer as per petition with retrospective effect from the date of issue of Commercial Circular No.38/2009 dated 29.10.2009 vide which it was decided to consider billet heater load as power intensive and was  issued without the approval of the Commission.



PSPCL has intimated vide EIC/Commercial memo No.264 dated 14.03.2012 that in compliance with directions of the Commission’s  Order dated 05.03.2012, the matter was discussed with the Faculty of Electrical Engineering and Metallurgical Engineering Departments of PEC University of Technology Chandigarh and they have intimated that it may take about 3 months for giving advice/suggestions on the subject mater due to laid down procedure of their institution. The matter has however been referred to PEC authorities vide memo No.262 dated 13.03.2012. PSPCL has requested to grant 3 months more time for filing reply.



The petitioner and respondent were heard on 20.03.2012. During hearing the petitioner submitted that industry is facing hardship/harassment at the hands of officers of the respondent on the basis of Commercial Circular No.38/2009 treating Billet Heater Load as power intensive and prayed for immediate intervention of the Commission as PSPCL is delaying their proposal on one reason or the other. 

               After hearing the petitioner and respondent, the Commission directs PSPCL to refer the matter to CPRI Bangalore also with a view to expedite the report on the criteria for declaring/treating industrial units as general industry or power intensive industry.





The Commission, in order to avoid harassment to the industrial consumers using billet heaters in their industry, decides that all such industrial units shall be considered at par with the General Industries for the purpose of enforcing power regulatory measures till the disposal of this petition. However, such consumers shall continue to be governed by existing instructions of PSPCL for the purpose of levy of power factor incentive and MMC etc. during this period. PSPCL is further directed to implement this Order with immediate effect.




The petition shall be taken up on 03.04.2012 at 11.30 A.M
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